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Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
Overture to Rosamunde 

This rousing overture was originally composed as part of the incidental music for a play 
by von Hoffmann entitled Die Zauberharfe (The Magic Harp).  Later Schubert included it 
in his music for another play,  Rosamunde, three years after the first performance.  It 
begins  with  a  slow introduction  which  is  followed  by  a  bright  and  energetic  allegro 
section.   It  is  full  of  Schubertian  harmonic  twists  and  turns,  and  is  colourfully 
orchestrated.

Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967)
Intermezzo from Háry János Suite

Háry János is a folk opera which tells the story of an Hungarian Hussar in the early 19th 
century who regales his  fellows and villagers  with  tales of  his  military  and amorous 
exploits, which prove to be largely fictitious!  Kodaly’s colourful music was first performed 
in 1926.  The Intermezzo depicts the Hungarian character compellingly, with its ‘snap’ 
and  dancing rhythms.   The horn  solo  in  the  middle  section is  notable.  The original 
orchestration includes a part for cimbalom.  Unfortunately, cimbalom-players are hard to 
find in West Suffolk, so our performance omits this part, but without losing the character 
and colour of the music.

Sir Malcolm Arnold (1921-2006)
Four English Dances (second set)

Malcolm Arnold is perhaps best known for his film music (including that for The Bridge 
on the River Kwai and The Inn of the Sixth Happiness), light music for brass band, nine 
symphonies,  and  other  music  for  orchestra  and  varied  ensembles.   Born  in 
Northampton, he studied at the Royal College of Music and produced a stream of fine 
music over a long career.  He suffered from mental illness and depression, but his music  
is  often  very  cheerful  and  optimistic  in  character.   He  spent  his  declining  years  in 
Attleborough and died in Norwich.  

These  four  Folk  Dances  are  varied  in  mood and  are  scored  for  a  large  orchestra. 
Unusually, the piccolo plays a prominent part in at least two of these dances.  The first 
may regularly be heard on Radio 4 as the theme music for What the Papers Say every 
Sunday evening.

Charles Gounod (1818-93)
Funeral March of a Marionette

Charles Gounod was born in Paris and studied at the Paris Conservatoire.  His output of 
music is plentiful, though his best known work is probably the opera Faust.

The Funeral March of a Marionette began life as a piece for piano and was orchestrated 
later.  It gained fame in 1955 when it was used as the theme music for Alfred Hitchcock 
Presents!  Indeed, Hitchcock chose it as one of his favourite records for Desert Island 
Discs.

Sir Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 
Pomp and Circumstance March No. 4 in G major

Elgar wrote five Pomp and Circumstance Marches, the most popular of which is No. 1 
where the great tune of Land of Hope and Glory first appeared and which is performed 
every year at the Last Night of the Proms at the Royal Albert Hall.  No. 4 has a similar 
structure  and  character  and  also  contains  one  of  Elgar’s  greatest  tunes.   You  are 
welcome to hum along with it if you wish!
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We hope you  enjoy  the  evening  with  us.   We would  be  grateful  for  any 
donations.   They  will  be  divided  half  and  half.   Half  will  go  towards  our 
expenses putting on this concert.  

The  other  half  will  be  donated  to  the  United  Nations  Refugee  Agency 
(UNHCR)  (www.unhcr.org.uk),  specifically  for  Syrian  refugees.   After  two 
years of conflict, the situation in Syria remains dire.  Families have been torn 
apart, communities ruined and schools and hospitals destroyed.  The crisis 
has driven over 1.5 million Syrian refugees into neighbouring countries with 
thousands more pouring across Syrian borders every single day.  Around half 
of these refugees are children. 

We rehearse on Tuesdays – starting again 10 September

For more information about joining the orchestra:

please contact:     Sally Haslewood on 01284 725635
or email:                   buryfriendlyorchestra.gmail.com
or visit:                buryfriendlyorchestra.onesuffolk.net


