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PROGRAMME NOTES

We open this afternoon's concert with 
the rousing main theme from the World 
War two film, 633 Squadron (1964). It is 
punchy and patriotic right from the off 
and planes can be heard, in musical 
form, ducking and diving in the sky. 
British composer Ron Goodwin wrote 
many acclaimed film scores including 
Whirlpool, Those Magnificent Men in 
Their Flying Machines, Battle of Britain, 
The Trap and Where Eagles Dare.

Originally written for the 1986 film, The 
Mission, Gabriel's Oboe by the 
composer Ennio Morricone has become 
a film favourite with its simple yet 
beautiful tune. Almost baroque in style, 
the original recording featured a 
Harpsichord and it is a far cry from the 
raucous themes Morricone wrote for the 
spaghetti westerns.

We'll next present a medley from The 
Lord of the Rings films, composed by the 
Canadian Howard Shore. 

He was given two academy awards for 
the music for these films and this medley 
includes all the hits from across the story 
from the land of Hobbits to the dark 
world of Sauron and Mordor. 

All of the music you will hear by Edvard 
Grieg today originally started life for the 
piano and was transformed into 
orchestral music during his lifetime. 

His lyric pieces for the piano are 
exquisite miniatures, and one of the best 
is “Wedding Day at Troldhaugen”. 
Troldhaugen (“Troll’s Home”) is the 
name Grieg gave to the house he had 
built at Bergen for himself and his family. 

Originally called ‘Gratulanterne kommer’ 
(‘the well-wishers are coming’), it was 
written in 1896 as a memorial of the 25th 
wedding anniversary of Grieg and his 
wife Nina. 
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The first and third sections are very much 
evoking the joyful celebrations of a 
wedding day whilst the middle section is 
more reflective in style. 

We conclude the first half with, arguably, 
one of the most epic film themes of all 
time by the greatest film composer of all 
time, John Williams. This is the title theme 
to the 1993 film, Jurassic Park. Whilst it 
begins somewhat mysteriously it builds to 
a glorious full orchestral sound. Williams 
himself described the theme ’as 
capturing the awesome beauty and 
sublimity of the dinosaurs in nature’.

Felix Mendelssohn's most renowned 
music for the stage is of course taken 
from 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' but 
he wrote music for over 15 more plays, 
Athalia being one of those. His War 
March of the Priests perhaps harks back 
to his famous wedding march with the 
opening triplet fanfares across the 
orchestra. 

John Barry was born in York and before 
he found success as an arranger and 
composer he worked as a Trumpeter in 
his own band, the John Barry Seven. He 
wrote extensively for the screen and is 
particularly well remembered for his 
James Bond scores. 

His music deserves to be more widely 
known and this title theme from Out of 
Africa shows Barry at his sumptuous best 
with rich harmonies and lyrical melodies 
that portray the vast and majestic African 
landscape perfectly. 

A great deal of Grieg's music is deeply 
influenced by Norwegian folk music and 
his 4 Norwegian Dances are certainly no 
exception. 

Grieg took old folk tunes from a 
collection published by the musician and 
researcher Ludvig Mathias Lindeman 
and arranged them for piano four hands 
in 1880. 

They were later orchestrated  in 1888 by 
the Czech-born conductor Hans Sitt and 
it is in this guise that they are best known 
to audiences today. 

Grieg based the first dance on a Scottish 
theme, with energetic sections that recall 
the sinister sound of "In the Hall of the 
Mountain King" from his incidental music 
for "Peer Gynt." The other three dances 
are all hallings, a dance style that comes 
from the Hallingdal region of Norway. 

Each is based on a Scottish reel and 
they're written in double time. The 
dances are all in ternary form - they each 
come in three sections; on the whole 
two boisterous outer sections combine 
with a contrasting calmer middle section. 
They are rustic in nature with frenzied 
brass interjections, fast scalic passages in 
the strings and beautiful melodies in the 
wind combine to form a unique 
nationalistic sound.

Chris Parsons | Musical Director 

*Refreshments are available from the 
bar and please remember to pre-order 
your interval drinks.  

SAVE THE DATE! We would be delighted to see you all at our Christmas Concert, on Tuesday 10th 
December 2019, at All Saints Church, Bury St Edmunds. THE APEX 2020! We return to Bury St 
Edmunds’ stunning concert hall next year, on Sunday 1st March 2020.  
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PLAYER VACANCIES! 
We are keen to hear from any musicians looking to join the orchestra, particularly those that 
play Viola or Bassoon (Grade V upwards).  


